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tim • UNITED STATOS GOVERNMENT _ 

)4f 

DATE: 26 October 1957 


FROM : DAD / C /<5X 


STATINTL 


SUBJECT : 


STATINTL 


STATINTL 


called to tell me that Air Force had approached 
him mHpennission to declassify the conclusions of the “Report 
of the Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects", which 
OS^organized in January 1953. The request had come to 

j . James F. Byrne of AFCIN-X1A (ext. 74903). 

I I I I 1 would examine the matter and Ma j . Byrne should 

contact me directly. I will take the necessary action on this on 
my return. 


P. G. S. 
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Government Operations, Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations 

SUil 

Acting Chief, Donald F. Q f Donnell 


i 

I 


i 
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STATINTL 


Mai. Byrne called 28 Oct. re the declassification 
of the UFO report. He is going to send over the 
portion the AF wishes to declassify. 

Marie 
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21 September 1957 

MEMORANDUM FOR? Acting Direct©?, Canteal BnteSilgaae© 

SUBJECT § Unidentified Flying Ofef©©^ departed ©n 20 S©pt®mb©r 1957 

1 o As reported by components ©f tha US Air Defense Command, an unidentified 
Flying ©bfeet (UFO) was tracked by US radars on a r©Sotlv®ly straight coups© From th© 
eastern tip of long bland to th® vicinity of duffel©,, Tbs ©bf©et- was reportedly moving 
westward at an altitude of 59,080 feet and cp©@d of 2,680 kt$„ "Jamming 11 was 
reported! by savers! radars In this vicinity and westward as far as Chicago,, In a suite 
sequent briefing For ropmsemtetlves ®F the 1AC, th® US Alp Pom? parted that tbs 
original esparto bad teen degraded somewhat fey hfsmtion that? (a) there was an 
11 minute break In th© track; (b) weather eondcticns on the area wore of th© type which 
have In the past produced False ead-E? pips and electronic Interference; (c) i*=47°s of 
SAC wars in the area near Chicago on an EGM training fllghte Th© ADC has not 
completed its investigation ®f this Incident, but in any event it now soems clear that 
the phenomena reparted west of Buffcl© war© net related t@ the UFO» 

2 0 W© hesv® n® IntoSSIg-snc® an Soviet activities Ce„g.,, Song^range air, sute 
marine, os* merchant shipping ©peratlons}) which can b© rales tod specifically to this 
reported ©vent. We fee! leva It unlikely that & Soviet aircraft eculd conduct a mission 
at this speed and altitude and return to ISoe torrlfreryo however, w© credit th© USSR 
with Jth©.papability t@ have a submarine- taunchsd cruls©"Syp® missft© of lev/ 

^ubsonsc performance and a rang© of Qb®jt 500 n « rii o , but w@ have n© specific ©vldenco 
of the existence of such a missile <, 

So We have examined possible Sovcet mstlves For launching a one-way vehicle 
on on operation over th® US, and consider that there would be little motivation at this 
time, except possibly a psychological or retaliatory motive, which wo believe is 
marginal „ One-way recennaissane® operations as© largely ruled out by th© likelihood 
that the results would bs of small value, and th® risk of compromise would b@ very 
great,, _ 
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4 0 We ©©yisliyjdfej therefore Shot It Is highly improbable that a Soviet ©peratson 
is responsible fee the UFO reports off 20 September 

So Considering the facts that the ADC investigation is incomplete^ ®nd that 
weather phenomena ore increasingly likely explanations off the origins! reports^ we 
recommend that n© II AC meeting b@ ©ailed on this subject at this timso 
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HERBERT SCOVILLE, Jr 0 
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